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2024 BUNN HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SEASON

Former Wildcat brings plenty

of enthusiasm to the program

From Staff Reports

BUNN -- Players aren’t
the only people who need
to make adjustments
when a new high school
football coaching staff is
implemented.

Sometimes, it’s also the
coaches.

Such was the case last
season when  Andre’
Davis was selected as the
new head grid coach at
Bunn High School -- his
alma mater.

Davis was a star quar-
terback during some
of the Bunn glory days
before heading off to Elon
and Campbell to compete
on the collegiate level.

Davis surrounded him-
self with like-minded
assistants, most of whom
had also played at BHS
under either David Howle
or Chris Miller -- or both.

But the incoming staff
received a bit of a reality
check when they quickly
realized that some of the
givens and expectations of
the past were no longer in
place.

Like regular participa-
tion in off-season work-
outs. Like intense weight

room  sessions.  Like
showing up at practice
every day with the intent
of doing everything to
obtain another victory for
the Green and Gold.

And just like Rome, a
quality football program
isn’t built in a day, but
Davis and Company are

making progress heading
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BHS HEAD COACH ANDRE’ DAVIS

into Year Two.

Bunn even earned
a victory last week at
Northampton County as
the Wildcats continue to
display improvement --
both on and off the field.

“We had a good offsea-
son,” Davis said. “We had
alot of guys who were reg-
ulars at workouts. We've
stressed to these guys how
important that is, and it
was nice to not just show
up in August and see a lot
of new faces.”

Bunn struggled to a 2-8
record last season against
a brutal schedule -- both in
non-league and Big East
Conference action.

The Wildcats made
some strides on defense,
but had difficulty estab-
lishing a true identity on
offense.

Davis feels like that
has changed this fall, as
evidenced by his club’s
33-point  outburst  at
Northampton County.

“The guys have a better
understanding of what
we are doing on offense,”
Davis said. “Lonnie Reid,
our quarterback, is now
in our second year with it,
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DAVIS DELIVERING AT BHS

BUNN’S I.ONNIE REID WORKS ON HISPUNTING SKILLS

2024 COLLEGE
FOOTBALL SKEDS

and we’ve got some good
athletes around him.”

Spencer Riley, DJ Smith,
CJ Kearney and Jacy Can-
cilla are good athletes at
wideout who should help
provide a receiving threat
for Reid in Bunn’s multi-
faceted offense.

Tyler Perry, Nick Wilson
and Jadyn Hicks will carry
the load in the backfield,
while Joseph Dull will
lead a veteran group up
front.

The offense accounted
for 287 total yards
versus the Jaguars, and
Smith helped out on

See CATS, Page 14

From Staff Reports

FRANKLIN COUNTY --
Here are area schedules
for the 2024 college foot-
ball season:

APPALACHIAN ST.

Coach: Shawn Clark

e August 31 -- EAST
TENNESSEE STATE

e September 7 -- at
Clemson

e September 14 -- at
East Carolina

e September 19 --
SOUTH ALABAMA*

e September 28 -- LIB-
ERTY

e October 5 -- at Mar-

shall*

e October 12 -- at Lou-
isiana*

e October 26 -- GEOR-
GIA STATE

e November 2 -- OLD
DOMINION*

e November 7 -- at

Coastal Carolina*

e November 23 --
JAMES MADISON*

e November 30 -- at

i b i

SOUTHERN NASH
ALUM JACKSON
VICK NOW AT
NC STATE

Georgia Southern*
* -- Denotes Sun Belt
Conference Games

See SKEDS, Page 14

STRICKLAND AUTO SUPPLY
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Foreign » Domestic
Car & Trucks

=B | Auto Parts & Accessories
At Competitive Prices

344 S. Bickett BIvd., Louisburg » 496-4122

Hours: M-F 7:30 -

6 Sat 7:30 -1:00

New Southern Loans

Susan Stanton
Manager

=' Mechanical

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

SERVING FRANKLIN COUNTY
AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Hardware, Plumbing & Electrical « Lumber
Key Cutting - Propane Refills
Computer Paint Matching « Window,
Glass & Screen Repair « Pine & Wheat Straw
Fencing Supplies « Full Line Animal Feed & Animal
Health Products - Horse Hay

SERVICE ON ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Residential & Commercial - Financing Available
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Dort Center

Hardware Farm & Ranch

w e el v 1

alfordmechanical.com | 919-340-0676

450 Main Street, Bunn, NC
919-340-0710 - Monday-Friday 7AM-7PM e Saturday 7AM-5PM

Personal and Auto Loans

133 S Bickett Blvd - Shannon Village Shopping Center
Louisburg, NC 27549
Phone: (919) 340-0640 - Fax: (919) 340-0643

Visit us and Apply online @ www.newsouthernloans.com

Brian Hutson
317 Main Street, Bunn, NC
919-496-4658
hedgepeth-hutson.com

2

Nationwide’

AUTO | HOME | BUSINESS

Have a safe and fun season!




Page 12

The SFranklin S’fmed

Louisburg, NC,

Thursday, September 5, 2024

2024 FRANKLINTON HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SEASON

JUSTICE BRINGS STABILITY

Red Rams looking
to build on grldlron

From Staff Reports

FRANKLINTON
-- Ask any expert, and
they’ll be quick to tell
you the importance of
continuity in building a
successful high school
football program.

Such is the case at
Franklinton, which has
boasted a myriad of qual-
ity players and coaches
through the years.

Of course, players come
and go, but so have the
coaches -- and there have
been some really good
ones.

Franklinton hopes that
problem will be remedied
with the hiring of Michael
Justice in the off-season.

Justice becomes the
(brace for it) ninth head
coach at FHS over the past
30 years -- an extremely
high turnover rate, espe-
cially given the impor-
tance of maintaining
continuity.

With each step forward
the program seems to

make, there has been a
coaching change, and the
process inevitably starts
over.

Justice is committed to
Franklinton for the long-
term, and there’s plenty
of reason for him to do
that, considering the Red
Rams’ successful feeder
programs and yearly
incoming influx of tal-
ented young performers.

FHS will have a nice
mix of youth and veterans
as part of this year’s club,
which is off to an 0-2 start,
but showed significant
progress during a near-
miss loss against Apex in
the regular season opener.

Franklinton then went
on the road last week
and was topped at South
Central in a strange game
filled with poor weather
and lengthy delays.

For Justice and Com-
pany, the non-league
schedule is a brutal one
-- and things don’t get any
easier once Big East Con-
ference action begins in

FRANKLINTON’S KALIK ALSTON PICKS UP YARDAGE vs SOUTH CENTRAL

two weeks.

Consider this -- three
of the league juggernauts
(Northern Nash, Southern
Nash and Rocky Mount)
have played four times
for a state crown in the
past 10 years, and Rocky
Mount has won one of
them.

Realignment will come
next year, but Justice’s
initial campaign will see
the Red Rams once again
picked fourth in the four-
team Class 3-A portion
of the Big East behind
the aforementioned Nash
County juggernauts.

But FHS has pulled off
upsets against those clubs
in the past, notably a stun-
ner over Rocky Mount
three years ago. And the
Red Rams were able to
control Northern Nash
during the Jimmy Wil-
liams Era, but that was
before the Knights hit
their stride in recent sea-
sons.

Franklinton has some
solid returnees such as
Chan Thomas, Elijah Elli-
son, Trey Macholl and
tackling machine Ray
Crudup, among many
others.

Keith James, a star last

3

NEW FHS FOOTBALL COACH MICHAEL JUSTICE

year on the JV squad, will
take over at quarterback
this season for the Red
Rams, and he will have
some targets to throw to,

FRANKLINTON FOOTBALL CAPTAINS (L TO R) TREY MACHOLI.V KENNETI—I
MIDDLETON, RAY CRUDUP AND KEITH JAMES

anklin
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NORTH CAROLINA

| Parks &Recteation Departiment

1 (919)496-6624 » www.franklincountync.gov |

activities for youth -and adults
within Franklin County!

& +Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co., Jackson, MS

< *North Carolina Farm Bureau® Mutual Insurance Co.

© *Farm Bureau® Insurance of North Carolina, Inc.

An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

including Thomas and
Jamaal Epps.
Alijah  Durham, who

saw some spot varsity
duty in 2023, will be
Franklinton’s chief run-
ning back.

James and Durham cer-
tainly have genetics on
their side as their fathers
-- Kevin James and Don-
nell Durham -- were stars
on some of the great Bunn
clubs in the late 1990s.

Franklinton’s  defense
should be stingy, so if the
Red Rams can score some
points out of their spread
offense, they could very
much be a surprise this
fall in what should be a
powerful Big East Confer-
ence.

FHS will play at
Louisburg this week
and will return home

See RAMS, Page 14

Haves Auto SERVICE

SERVING YOUR AUTO REPAIR NEEDS OVER 45 YEARS

[/

(HAYES

¢ Oil Changes ¢ Tires
¢ Heater & Air Conditioning Repair
¢ Brake Repair

* Exhaust Repair

OFFiciAL NC INSPECTION STATION

1550 US 401 HicHwaY SouTH

Louissurg, NC

919-496-6931

Airgas.

Driving without us is like
playing without this.

No matter how tough you are, no matter how sharp your reflexes, if you don’t
have the right coverage then you're in for a world of hurt. For auto coverage
that you can count on, look no further than your local North Carolina Farm
Insurance agent. We’re here to help get you back in the game.

919-496-2051

Franklin County Farm Bureau
(Louisburg office)
496 Redwood Ln, Louisburg, NC 27549

Jodi Beckham-Agency Manager
Wayne Champion-Agent

Bryan Carey-Agent

Jeff Morris-Agent

An Authorized Agency for

®
BlueCross BlueShield
of North Carolina

Auto - Home - Life « Health - Banking

BUREAU

919-562-0319

Franklin County Farm Bureau
(Youngsville office)
680 US Hwy 1, Youngsville, NC 27596

Chris Slack-Agency Manager
Jessica Cochran-Agent

Nick Nance-Agent

Mary Elizabeth Furr-Agent
James Shaneyfelt-Agent

FARM

INSURANCE
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2024 LOUISBURG HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SEASON

“DONDRE ALLEN EMERGED LAST FALL FOR LOUISBURG

Warriors will lack experience
once again during ‘24 season

From Staff Reports

LOUISBURG -- Strange
as it may sound, it’s as if
a time capsule landed at
Louisburg High School
and took away two con-
secutive senior classes
from the Warriors’ football
program.

Last year, the Warriors
had only five seniors on
their roster -- but quality
certainly trumped quan-
tity in the form of now-
graduated greats Donte’
Strickland, Anthony
Carter and Isaiah Eddie.

As good as those players
were, it takes 22 to fill out
a starting lineup, which
meant several underclass-
men were thrown into the
fire early in their respec-
tive varsity careers.

Because of that, Lou-
isburg got off to a slow
start, but those youngsters

developed as the cam-
paign went on -- so much
so that the Warriors even-
tually reached the second
round of the Class 2-A
State Playoffs -- and came
within a two-point con-
version of making it all the
way to the third round.

Those seniors are now
gone, so it would be
expected that this year’s
Warriors would have a
deep senior class.

Right?

Wrong.

Again, Louisburg has
just five seniors on its
roster, but here’s the good
part -- because of what
happened last year, LHS
has a more experienced
lineup than what its roster
would initially say, thanks
in part to so many fresh-
man and sophomores
competing on the varsity
in 2023 while literally

Kick off your
night with a
great meal!

JOHNNY BuLL’s
STEAKHOUSE

EVENT ROOMS AVAILABLE, CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE.
CATERING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

32 Golden Leaf Dr. ¢ Louisburg, NC ¢ 919-496-3800

m\!
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PRO-HIDE
SILVER 5000

BUILDING SUPPLY

off..
gallon

LUMBER | VINYL WINDOWS | ROOFING
PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES | HARDWARE
PAINT | REMNANTS | LVT FLOORING | CARPET & VINYL

SALE DATES 9-15-24 to 10-15-24

85 NC 561 HWY

Mon-Fri 7Zam-5pm ¢ Sat 7am-12pm ¢ Closed Sunday
LOUISBURG | 919.496.5726

learning on the job.

Despite losing the likes
of Strickland, Carter and
Eddie, LHS is strong once
again at the skill positions,
led by Michah McKnight.

McKnight saw plenty of
action in 2023, especially
when Louisburg went to
a power package to make
the best use of Strickland’s
running abilities.

And with Carter need-
ing rest between playing
so many snaps on offense
and defense, Dondre
Allen emerged as a high-
quality running back as a
ninth-grader.

McKnight and Allen are
back this fall, and both
played key roles in last
week’s 21-14 road deci-
sion against former league
opponent Southeast Hali-
fax.

Trailing heading into
the fourth quarter, Lou-
isburg  delivered 13
unanswered points as
McKnight rushed for 80
yards to go with a pair

See LHS, Page 14
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MICAH MCKNIGHT HAS EXPERIENCE AT QB FOR LHS

CAIDEN

G

A Commitment of
Spirit, Pride and
Service in Our
Community

We've got you covered.
It’s our true blue promise.

TRIANGLE

RIS K ADVISORS\,INC

www.triangleinsurance.com

GASIEWICZ

RETURNS AT LINEBACKER FOR LHS

DANIEL'S ARMY SURPLUS

g —)|

We
Sell & Cut
Arrows

Deer
Feed &

e Ammo e Ammo Boxes
o Archery & Muzzle Loader Supplies
e Dan’s Briar Pants

e Deer Lures & Game Calls 4

o Camouflage Clothing / '

o Wall’s Clothing ~

e Hunting & Fishing Licenses

o Law Enforcement & Security Supplies
 Gun Holsters & Targets Minerals
* Rocky & Proline Boots - ”

 Propper Tactical Pants %

HOURS

Tues — Fri « 9am — 5:30pm

Saturday - 9am — 3pm
CLOSED Sunday & Monday

400 Central Ave Butner, NC 919-575-9108

We are youfiailg’aiing headquarters!

PIGS FOR BBO

Must order pig by Tuesday for weekend

812S. Bickett Blvd., Louisburg « 919-496-3696
www.mossfoodsinc.com

Best of luck to all area teams!
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BARTON e September 21 -- at gia Military College (at e November 2 -- WIL- ¢ November 21 -- at
COLLEGE Middle Tennessee Brookland-Cayce High LIAM AND MARY* Georgia Tech* special teams with an

Coach: Chip Hester

e September 5 -- WEST
VIRGINIA STATE

e September 14 -- at
Chowan

e September 21 -- at
Emory and Henry*

e September
ANDERSON*

e October 5 -- at Car-
son-Newman*

e QOctober 12 --
Wingate*

e  October
LENOIR-RHYNE*

e October 26 -- at New-
berry*

e November 2 --
CATAWBA*

e November
Limestone*

¢ November 16 -- UVA-
WISE*

* -- Denotes South
Atlantic Conference
Games

CAMPBELL
UNIVERSITY

Coach: Braxton Harris

e August 31 -- at Lib-
erty

e September 7 -- at
Western Carolina

e September 14 -- at
Rhode laland*

e September
STONY BROOK*

e September 28 -- DEL-
AWARE STATE

e October 5 -- NORTH
CAROLINA CENTRAL

e October 19 -- at Wil-
liam and Mary*

e October 26 -- NORTH
CAROLINA A&T*

e November 2 -- at
Elon*

* November 9 -- RICH-
MOND*

e November 16 -- at
Delaware*

e November
TOWSON*

* -- Denotes Coastal
Athletic Association
Games

28 --

at

19 -

9 -- at

21 --

23 -

DUKE
UNIVERSITY

Coach: Manny Diaz

e August 30 -- ELON

e September 6 -- at
Northwestern

e September
UCONN

14 --

carhartt

1ﬁ Ig 51999

v - :
TAILGATING ¢

STIHL BGA 57
BLOWER SET

SAVE *50

e September 28 --
NORTH CAROLINA*

e October 5 -- at Geor-
gia Tech*

e October 18 -- FLOR-
IDA STATE*

¢ October 26 -- SOUTH-
ERN METHODIST*

e November 2 -- at
Miami*
e November 9 -- at

North Carolina State*

e November 23 -- VIR-
GINIA TECH*

e November 30 -- at
Wake Forest*

EAST CAROLINA
UNIVERSITY
Coach: Mike Houston

e August 31 -- NOR-
FOLK STATE

e September 7 -- at Old
Dominion

e September 14 --
APPALACHIAN STATE

e September 21 -- at
Liberty

e September
UTSA*

e October 5 -- at Char-
lotte*

e October 19 --
Army*

e  QOctober
TEMPLE*

* November 7 -- FLOR-
IDA ATLANTIC*

e November 14 -- at
Tulsa*

e November 23 -- at
North Texas*

e November
NAVY*

* -- Denotes Ameri-
can Football Conference
Games

LOUISBURG
COLLEGE

Coach: Quinderra
Spellman

e August 31 -- GEOR-
GIA WARHAWKS

e September 7 -- vs.
Lackawanna College (at
Potomac High School,
Virginia)

e September 14 --
HOCKING COLLEGE

e September 21 --
SUSSEX COUNTY CC

e September 28 -- at
Newport News Appren-
tice School

e October 5 -- vs. Geor-

28 --

at

26 --

29 --

,

ITEMS
In Sleck

,W)
|
0

School, South Carolina)

e QOctober 12 -- at
Myrtle Beach Collegiate

e QOctober 19 -- PAL-
METTO COLLEGIATE

e October 27 -- at Bre-
vard College JV

* November 2 -- vs.
Nassau CC (at Alexan-
dria City High School,
Virginia)

Note: Home Games
Will Be Played At Louis-
burg High School

UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Coach: Mack Brown

e August 29 -- at Min-
nesota

e September 7 --
CHARLOTTE
e September 14 --

NORTH CAROLINA CEN-
TRAL

e September
JAMES MADISON

e September 28 -- at
Duke*

e QOctober 5 -- PITTS-
BURGH*

e October 12 -- GEOR-

21 --

GIA TECH*

e October 26 -- at Vir-
ginia*

e November 2 -- at

Florida State*

e November
WAKE FOREST*

e November 23 -- at
Boston College*

e November 30 -- NC
STATE*

* -- Denotes Atlan-
tic Coast Conference
Games
NORTH CAROLINA A&T

UNIVERSITY

Coach: Vincent Brown

e August 29 -- at Wake
Forest

e September 7 -- WIN-
STON-SALEM STATE

e September 14 -- DEL-
AWARE*

e September 21 -- at
North Carolina Central

e September 28 -- at
South Carolina State

16 -

e October 5 -- at Rich-
mond*

e October 19 -- HAMP-
TON*

e October 26 -- at
Campbell*

..

~ -
(oenk ‘

—_— SAVE $50
STIHL MS 250 STIHL GTA 26
CHAINSAW PRUNER SET
SAVE 50

=
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S
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Toney A‘CE

Hardware

1120 US Hwy 1
Youngsville Crossing
919-554-1541

Louisburg

402 S. Bickett Blvd ‘
919-496-7920

F

Prices good through 10/31/24

5149%

517909

SAVE *30

Nz
Supplies are limited.

e November 9 -- at Vil-
lanova*

e November 16 -- at
Towson University*

° November 23 --
ELON*

* -- Denotes Coastal
Athletic Association
Games

NORTH CAROLINA
CENTRAL
UNIVERSITY

Coach: Trei Oliver

e September 1 -- vs.
Alabama State (at Miami
Gardens, Florida)

e September 7 -- ELON

e September 14 -- at
North Carolina

e September 21 --
NORTH CAROLINA A&T

e September 28 -- vs.
Norfolk State (at India-
napolis, Indiana)*

e October 5 -- at Camp-
bell

e QOctober 12 -- VIR-
GINIA-LYNCHBURG

e QOctober 26 --
MORGAN STATE*

e October 31 --
South Carolina State*

° November
HOWARD*

e November 23 -- at
Delaware State*

* -- Denotes MEAC
Games

NORTH CAROLINA
STATE
UNIVERSITY

Coach: Dave Doeren

e August 29 -- WEST-
ERN CAROLINA

e September 7 -- vs.
Tennessee (at Charlotte,
NC)

e September
LOUISIANA TECH

e September 21 -- at
Clemson*

e September 28 --
NORTHERN ILLINOIS

e October 5 -- WAKE

at

1--

14 -

e November 30 -- at
North Carolina

North Carolina*

* -- Denotes Atlan-
tic Coast Conference
Games

NORTH CAROLINA

WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY

Coach: Jeff Filkovski

e September 7 -- at
Averett

e September 14 -
FERRUM

e September 21 --
HUNTINGDON*

e September 28 -- at
Belhaven*

e October 5 -- METH-
ODIST*

e October
LAGRANGE*

e QOctober 26 --
Southern Virginia*

e November 2 -- at
Greensboro*

e November 9 -- BRE-
VARD*

e Novembr 16 -- at
Maryville*

* -- Denotes USA South
Conference Games

WAKE FOREST
UNIVERSITY

Coach: Dave Clawson

e August 29 -- NORTH
CAROLINA A&T

e September 7 -- VIR-
GINIA*

e September 14 -- OLE
MISS

e September
LOUISIANA

e October 5 -- at North
Carolina State*

e QOctober 12 - CLEM-
SON*

e QOctober 19 --
UCONN

e October 26 -- at Stan-
ford*

e November 8 -- CALI-
FORNIA*

e November 16 -- at

12 -

at

28 --

at

FOREST* North Carolina*

e QOctober 12 -- SYRA- e November 23 -- at
CUSE* MIAMI*

e October 19 -- at Cali- e November 30 --
fornia* DUKE*

e November 2 -- STAN- * -- Denotes Atlan-
FORD* tic Coast Conference

e November 9 -- DUKE* Games

1931 US Hwy 401 S

%
A ) LOUISBURG
L)) s

Louisburg, NC
919-496-3594

LOUISBURGTRACTOR.COM

S M =
#]secunc :

§ #2. COMPACT
TRACTOR -

BX2680 SERIES

)
APR|UP TO 60"

— PLUS —

$ *
SAVE UP TO ON SELECT KUBOTA
EQUIPMENT

i Kuhota
i o 1p

KubotaUSA.com

©Kubota 024.50 Down, 0%
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TOP STORIES

84-yard kickoff return as
Bunn rallied with 14 unan-
swered points in the final
stanza of action to obtain
the key road triumph.

Due to a current lack
of depth in the program,
several Wildcats will play
both ways, including the
likes of veteran standouts
Perry, Nick Wilson and
Dino Longo.

Bunn will be at home t
his Friday night for a meet-
ing against North Raleigh
Christian Academy.

The Wildcats” original
game against Granville
Central was called off
when the Panthers sus-
pended their season due to
lack of participation.

Bunn will open its chal-
lenging Big East Con-
ference  scthedule on
September 20 at home
against the tradition-rich
Rocky Mount Gryphons.

Two yars ago, BHS upset
RM in one of the crown-
ing moments of Dennis
Burton’s lone season as the
head football coach for the
Wildcats.

RAMS

continued from p. 12

next Friday for the Red
Rams’ final non-league
tuneup against the Wake-
field Wolverines.

Franklinton’s initial Big
East Conference show-
down will be September
20 at home against the
Roanoke Rapids Yellow
Jackets.

FHS’ run again the ‘Big
Three’ of the Big East will
begin October 18 on the
road against the Northern
Nash Fighting Knights at
historic Death Valley on
the NNHS campus, which
is located in Red Oak.

Northern Nash made the
state finals in 2022 and was
a Final Four participant in
2023 -- and is off to another
solid start to the campaign
this fall.

LHS

continued from p. 13

of touchdowns.

Allen (59) and senior
Carlos Person (50) com-
bined for 109 yards on the
ground as the Warriors
upped their mark to 1-1
overall with the comeback
conquest.

Key returnee Caiden
Gasiewicz, a linebacker,
paced the defense with a
team-high 12 tackles.

The now 1-1 Warriors
will be on the road this
Friday at Franklinton
and will travel to Wake
Christian Academy next
Friday before opening
their Northern Lakes Ath-
letic Conference work-
sheet on September 20 at
home versus the Carrboro
Jaguars -- a team Louis-
burg defeated on the road
during the 2024 prep foot-
ball campaign.

Franklin County Schools NC
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Check out yotir distriet app!

« Access school and staff info
+ Receive important alerts

«View news stories
- View calendar info

«View grades and attendance

- View bus info
«View lunch menu

Download Now \],
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